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pounds without a farthing in the world outside. Of two men
attired in the latest style, one might be a duke, a statesman or
a tough old warrior and the other a mountebank, a fop or a
professional sodomite without anything to say which was
which in the style and colour of their silks and satins or the
number and glitter of the jewels that spangled them from top
to toe.
It must be remembered that England was going through a
" boom" with all the dizziness of pace that accompanies such a
period. There seemed no limit to the amount of money within
men's reach, and, since the possibilities of financial investment
were still very restricted, ready cash spent on personal adornment
might turn out to be a good social speculation in view of the
possibilities for advancement of late opened to talent, push and
cheek. Moreover, by virtue of her growing commercial activity,
England was again in easy intercourse with the strange outer
world from which she had for nearly a generation remained
comparatively estranged, and like a provincial with money in
hand was finding its temptations too wonderful to be resisted.
So with "sables about their necks, corked slippers, trimmed
buskins and warm Mittens, furred stomachers, long gowns,"
according to an angry episcopal denunciation, "these tender
Parnels must have one gown for the day, another for the night,
one long, another short, one for the winter, another for the
summer, one furred through, another but faced, one for the work-
day, another for the holy-day, one of this colour, another of that,
one of cloth, another of silk or damask . . . one afore dinner,
another at after . . . yes, a ruffian will have more in his ruff and
hose than he should spend in a year." Within this abundance
reigned a most bewildering variety. "Now Spanish quite, now
French toies . . . then high Almain fashion, by and by Turkish
manner, the Morisco gown, the Barbarian sleeve, the short French
breeches make such a comely vesture that except it were a dog
in a doublet, you shall not see any so disguised as are my country-
men of England." Nor were variety and eccentricity all that
counted : the careful dresser insisted upon cut as well.
"... hardly can the tailors please them in the making of it fit
for their bodies and how many times must it be sent back to
him that made it! What chafing, what fretting, what reproachful
language, doth the poor workman bear away? And many times
when he doth nothing to it at all, yet when it is brought home